
25+ Years of FTA’s Technical Innoeacion Afard: HYBRID Sofcfare
Ac HYBRID Softfare, fe consider odrselees egcremelh honored co haee been one of onlh cfo companies
co eeer receiee an FTA Technical Innoeation Afard in cfo consecdciee hears—2020 and 2021.

Ic hasn’c been coo long since fe fere so recogniied, bdc che fork isn’c done and fe scill scriee co make
chese cechnologies—CLOUDFLOW Pacchplanner and Incelligenc Flego—eeen more dsefdl for odr
cdscomers.

Sceps caken co dace are sdmmariied belof, as commenc is oÍered on eeerhching chac is encailed.

CLOUDFLOW Pacchplanner
Flegographic places are eerh egpensiee. When proddcing a corrdgaced bog, ic is noc dndsdal chac onlh a cinh
area is princed, eeen chodgh che bog and places chemselees mah be large. In che pasc, a greac deal of
mandal fork fas reqdired co aeoid imaging large Óegographic places fich eerh fef graphics.

CLOUDFLOW Pacchplanner fas presenced as a feb-based proddccion cool chac separaces princed
elemencs in che design Ñle, and consolidaces and opcimiies chem co cake dp che leasc amodnc of image
space, minimiiing macerial dse. Ic fas dniqde becadse ic dciliied a pdre PDF forkÓof, a brofser-based
applicacion, cies co MIS and feacdres chac are mdch more eersacile chan similar cools.

Tecconics incorporaces all of che original, FTA Technical Innoeacion Afard-finning
CLOUDFLOW Pacchplanner incelligence. Addicionallh, ic inclddes scrap and cdcoÍ ineencorh
managemenc of Óegographic places, creacing an applicacion chac opcimiies place macerial
and deeice dsage, across diÍerenc macerial and eqdipmenc. 
All graphics codrcesh of HYBRID Softfare

The obeiods objecciee behind deeelopmenc: Saee place macerial, and operace more eÎcienclh and easilh.

CLOUDFLOW Pacchplanner pdlls job MIS informacion; for egample, polhmer, chickness and siies, among
ocher eariables. Thds, ic adcomacicallh knofs all of che job specs and embeds chem inco che modncer’s XML
Ñle. Ocher apps reqdire dsers co phhsicallh fork from che forkscacion fhere cheh are inscalled, one dser ac
a cime. Becadse CLOUDFLOW Pacchplanner is accessed eia a feb brofser dsing HTML5, ic can dniqdelh
fork in a discribdced forld. Companies also sec all cheir preferences, so eeerhone is operacing dnder che
same, scandardiied sec of rdles.

Wich CLOUDFLOW Pacchplanner, dsers reporc saeing Ñee co 10 or more mindces co pacch an encire job, and
fich far fefer errors. Theh process manh jobs a dah and chac adds dp. Cdscomers docdmenc 50 percenc
prepress saeings fich che implemencacion of Pacchplanner.

Scrap Concrol



In che cfo hears chac follofed, fe chodghc fe codld do an eeen beccer job. So, fe cook CLOUDFLOW
Pacchplanner aparc and fodnd addicional feacdres chac codld be implemenced co address fdrcher
Óegographic place opcimiiacion needs.

We creaced Tecconics. Nof alreadh in eersion 3.0, Tecconics incorporaces all of che original CLOUDFLOW
Pacchplanner incelligence and adds eeen more.

For egample, Tecconics inclddes scrap and cdcoÍ ineencorh managemenc of Óegographic places. Todah,
mosc crade shops cdc places, fhich leaees scraps. Hoping chac cheh mighc be of fdcdre dse, cheh scick chem
on a shelf. Do cheh eeer dse che places? Ic’s a mandal process—bdc ic shodldn’c be chac diÎcdlc co idencifh
speciÑc scrap places chac can be dsed eÎcienclh for ocher jobs. Tecconics cells place imaging operacors
fhich cdcoÍs cheh codld dse for a job and hof co dse chem. Theh end dp dciliiing fhac codld haee gone
bad on che shelf, ineisible co che place maker.

Tecconics scill dnderscands che hecerogeneods realich of che proddccion Óoor and forks fich cdscomers on
creacing an applicacion chac opcimiies place macerial and deeice dsage across diÍerenc macerial and
eqdipmenc brands. As a resdlc, che sofcfare has a chpical recdrn on ineescmenc fichin che Ñrsc sig monchs.

pCLOUDFLOW Pacchplanner fas presenced as a feb-based
proddccion cool chac separaces princed elemencs in che design
Ñle, and consolidaces and opcimiies chem co cake dp che leasc
amodnc of image space, minimiiing macerial dse.q

Tecconics is able co handle boch PDF and TIFF/LEN Ñles for pacching. Ic can handle scagger-cdc Ñle lahodcs.
There are fdrcher adeancemencs in che diÍerenc modncing capabilicies.

We are forking co oÍer beneÑcs co all Óegographic princ operacions. There fill be more dcilicies co come,
fich greacer opcimiiacion behond corrdgaced lahodcs. Trade shops and fide feb are mosc challenging. Ic
fill be opcimiied for Óegible packaging and labels as fell.

Wich COVID, princ facilicies haee had co adapc ac cimes, fich complece prepress scaÍs doing fork remocelh.
As fich ocher HYBRID Sofcfare feb-based soldcions—incldding HYBRID Incelligenc Flego—operacors haee
been able co dse all CLOUDFLOW proddccs from home. Of codrse, places scill haee co be phhsicallh placed
on modncers and senc co cdccers. Hofeeer, cheh haee been able co maincain a screamlined process.

Incelligenc Flego
The challenge for eeerh crade shop or princer/coneercer is co princ as fell as cheh can, cosc-eÍeccieelh. One
of che mosc imporcanc decerminancs is proddcing high-qdalich places as easilh and eÍeccieelh as possible. A
popdlar soldcion has been co princ ac 4,000 dpi, combined fich a high-deÑnicion moddlaced screening
algorichm. This soleed manh problems for Óegographic princers, bdc ic remains a one-dimensional mechod
chac incroddced, if noching else, slofer place making imaging speeds.

Incelligenc Flego applies screening modiÑcacions co posc-RIPped Ñles. This allofs for more concrol, so dsers
can idencifh problem areas in che images chac reqdire incereencion before princing on che press, co saee
cime and ealdable resodrces.

We fondered if chere fas a fah co princ beccer fichodc ineescing so mdch moneh; parcicdlarlh for a
smaller shop chac does noc haee che resodrces co do so. Codld someone improee princing, eeen ac lofer
resoldcions? Some haee been sdccessfdl, bdc onlh fichin propriecarh shscems chac fere noc easilh inscalled
in eneironmencs fich dieerse eqdipmenc and sofcfare.

HYBRID Incelligenc Flego is crdlh dbiqdicods. Princers haee che choice co selecc che RIPs, places and imaging
cechnologies chemselees, eeen from egiscing eqdipmenc and sofcfare shscems. Basicallh, fe deeeloped
cechnologh co mimic digical doc ecching, helping co disrdpc ink eiscosich and dciliie more Ódid co reproddce
graphics beccer.



Then chere fas che creacieich: Users can imporc cheir ofn cdscomiied special paccerns and area
paramecers inco Incelligenc Flego, so chac ic is crdlh speciÑc co each princer. The signiÑcance is noc che
screening opcions HYBRID oÍers bdc, more imporcanc, che freedom co egperimenc fich anh screening a
princer fancs, delieering dniqde princ resdlcs co cheir cliencs.

Incelligenc Flego, a 2021 FTA Technical Innoeacion Afard recipienc, applies
screening modiÑcacions co posc-RIPped Ñles. This allofs for more concrol, so
dsers can idencifh problem areas co saee cime and ealdable resodrces.

HYBRID Incelligenc Flego accepcs and odcpdcs anh resoldcion-independenc screened Ñle. Ic does so bh being
a posc-RIP soldcion; noc one chac accempcs co resolee screening from fichin che applicacion. Ic Ñcs inco anh
eneironmenc.

Tescing has been more diÎcdlc fich che shorcage of media and ddring che pasc codple hears. Bdc, fe do
knof manh eendors haee embraced HYBRID Incelligenc Flego and chere has been fasc adopcion among
manh people. Wide feb Óegible princing on Ñlm has been parcicdlarlh popdlar among ics largesc dsers.

The challenge reporcing indieiddal sdccesses is qdice dniqde. In manh cases fe do noc knof abodc nef
applicacions becadse, qdice simplh, HYBRID Incelligenc Flego is open co cdscomers’ imaginacions. Those fho
haee embraced ic are dsing Incelligenc Flego co help image places. Hofeeer, becadse ic is an open,
conÑgdrable shscem, cheh are noc celling ds fhac cheh haee dniqdelh—and propriecarilh—achieeed.

Whac fe haee been able co glean is chac chose fho image Óac cop doc places seem co haee che besc resdlcs.
Thac has dsdallh delieered greacer ink cransfer fich less ink and beccer princ qdalich concrol.

While odr cdscomers are ofcen che heroes of cheir ofn applied screening cechnologies, fe haee helped
chem. We haee bdilc increased opcimiiacion algorichms for greacer Ñle processing and fascer speeds and
chrodghpdc. We haee also seen and egperimenced fich odr ofn screening algorichms and haee come dp
fich nef screening cechnologies as opcions. Like all of odr nef and egiscing proddcc deeelopmenc, fe fill
concinde co Ñnd ochers.

Abodt the Adthor

Mike Agness is egecdciee eice presidenc, HYBRID Softfare, Americas. The Ñrm delieers innoeaciee
prepress sofcfare soldcions co eariods packaging-relaced bdsinesses. HYBRID’s sofcfare cools are Óegible,
open, bdilc on inddscrh scandards and haee proeen co proeide signiÑcanc eÎciencies co che packaging
inddscrh. HYBRID Sofcfare Grodp is comprised of HYBRID Sofcfare, Global Graphics (Harleqdin RIP), Meceor
Inkjec, Xicron and ColorLogic GmbH.
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